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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

NGT ESHS Solutions (an independent subsidiary of NGT Holdings) was appointed by NGT on behalf 

Sunshine to conduct an HIA study for the proposed Prospecting Rights Application and environmental 

authorisation on farms: Bien Venue 255 JU (Portion 0, 2 and 3); Three Sisters 254 JU (Remaining Extent); 

Three Sisters 254 JU (Remaining Extent); Three Sisters 256 JU (Portion 1) and; Three Sisters 262 JU 

(Remaining Extent) near Barberton, within the Nkomazi Local Municipality (NLM) and the city of 

Mbombela Local District (CoMLD), Mpumalanga Province, South Africa. The survey for the current HIA 

report took place on Portion 3 of the Farm Bien Venue 255 JU, an area previously prospected by Anglo 

American between 1978-1986, and from 1990 to 1991 by Gencor.  The HIA forms part of the BAR and it 

also informs the EMPr report on the management and conservation of cultural heritage resources. This 

study is conducted independently in terms of Section 38 (3) of the National Heritage Resources Act 

(NHRA), No. 25 of 1999.  

 

The standard NGT ESHS Solutions HIA study process entailed conducting a detailed background 

information search of the receiving environment. The search assesses among other forms of data, 

previous studies conducted in and around the proposed study area or the development area. This also 

includes conducting an on-site investigation (survey) to identify and map out heritage resources on-site 

and assess impacts of the proposed development on the identified heritage resources. 

Recommendations are then made with regards to how the identified heritage resources should be 

managed and/or mitigated to avoid being negatively impacted by development activities. Furthermore, 
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recommendations are made on how the positive project benefits can be enhanced, to ensure a long-

term strategy for the conservation and promotion of heritage resources, if any are found.   

 

The survey of the project area was conducted on Wednesday, the 7th of November 2018. The survey was 

conducted by Miss. Cherene de Bruyn (Archaeologist and Heritage Consultant ς NGT ESHS Solutions) 

and Mr. Yanga Kolisi (Junior Environmental and Social Consultant-NGT ESHS Solutions) assisted by Mr. 

Nkosinathi Tomose (Executive Director and Principal Consultantς NGT). The survey was conducted on 

foot. A vehicle was also used to access the site.  In terms of the South African Heritage and Resources 

Agency (SAHRA) Paleontological Sensitivity Layer the area falls within a region defined as low, therefore 

no palaeontological study is required however a fossil finds protocol for these finds is required. 

 

Based on the results of literature review, field survey and the assessment of identified heritage 

resources the following conclusions and recommendations are made in terms of the National Heritage 

Act about the proposed development: 

 

Conclusions: 

¶ It is concluded that the project is located in a region (Mpumalanga Province) that is rich in 

archaeology and heritage resources.  

¶ The following resources were identified within the receiving environment: 

o TSHR-01 (Upper Grinding Stone) and TSHR-02 (Lower Grinding stone). These stones 

most likely date to the Late Iron Age (LIA) and are of heritage significance. However, 

these artefacts are of low density and are out of primary context within a dilapidated 

camping cottage where they would have been used for decoration purposes and cannot 

be characterised as a site. 

o Two stoneware jars (TSHR-03) dating to the Historical Period Circa late 19th to the early 

20th century (Lastovica & Lastovica 1990). Stoneware jars are often associated with 

storing of food, ink and chemicals (Lastovica & Lastovica 1990; Klose & Malan 2000).  

However, these jars are of low density and are out of primary context within a 

dilapidated camping cottage where they would have been used for decoration purposes 

and cannot be characterised as a site. 

o Two building structures, a recent dilapidated camping cottage and associated 

outbuilding were identified at TSHR-04. The two buildings were used as part of the 
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Mbayane Bush Experience Camp. The camp has, however been abandoned and all 

structure are in a state of disrepair. The two buildings are less than 60 years old having 

been built by the son of the farm owner and they do not have any heritage value.  In the 

cottage, ox wagon wheels are modified and used as windows.  Ox wagon wheels are 

very rare and considered to be of important heritage value. 

¶ Based on the above findings it is concluded that there proposed prospecting area did not 

contain any archaeological, heritage resources such as burial grounds and historic built 

environment and landscape features with exception to artefacts and objects found within 

Mbayane Bush Experience Camp. 

¶ However, some archaeological, historic resources and unmarked graves are subterranean in 

nature and might not have been identified during the survey due to the fact that they are 

located underneath the earth surface. 

¶ According to the SAHRA Paleo-Sensitivity Layer, the proposed prospecting right area is situated 

in an area of Low Palaeontological Sensitivity. It is therefore concluded that the proposed 

prospecting activities will not negatively impact on palaeontological resources.   

¶ It is concluded that the proposed prospecting activities, later mining activities, will not have an 

impact on the heritage and archaeological resources in the broader Barberton area. 

 

Recommendations: 

The following recommendations are made with regards to artefacts and objects found on Mbayane Bush 

Experience Camp, based on an understanding that the camp is a private property and artefacts found 

within the camp are private collection. 

¶ It is recommended that for: 

o The farm owner should consider donating the Upper Grinding Stone (TSHR-01) and 

Lower Grinding stone (TSHR-02) found on his property to a nearby museum or research 

institution. The Barberton Museum or University of Pretoria would be ideal repository 

centres.  

o The farm owner should consider donating the two stoneware jars (TSHR-03) found on 

his property to a nearby museum or research institution. The Barberton Museum or 

University of Pretoria would be ideal repository centres.  
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o TSHR-04 (Bush Camp): None of the buildings have heritage value, however the ox wagon 

wheels that were used as windows are of cultural significance.  The farm owner should 

consider salvaging these very rare objects and possible donating to a museum or 

research institution.  

¶ Although a thorough survey was conducted some archaeological material, including artefacts 

and unmarked graves can be buried underground and as such, may not have been identified 

during the survey. In the case where the proposed development activities such as trenching 

bring these materials to the surface, they should be treated as Chance Finds. Should such 

resources be unearthed it is recommended that, the development activities be stopped 

immediately, and an archaeologist should be contacted to conduct a site visit, assess the finds 

and make recommendations on how they should be mitigated.  SAHRA and MHRA should also 

be informed immediately on such finds. 

¶ In terms of the SAHRA Paleontological Sensitivity Layer the area falls within an area of Low 

Palaeontological Sensitivity area.  As such no palaeontological study is required, the attached 

protocol for finds is supplied (Appendix 2). 

¶ It is recommended that both the SAHRA and the MHRA grant the project a Positive Review 

Comment and allow the proposed prospecting rights application on the farms Bien Venue and 

Three Sisters and the application for environmental authorisation proceed as planned. 
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TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 

Archaeological resources 

These include: 

¶ Material remains resulting from human activities which are in a state of disuse and are in or on 

land and which are older than 100 years including artefacts, human and hominid remains and 

artificial features and structures;  

¶ Rock art, being any form of painting, engraving or other graphic representation on a fixed rock 

surface or loose rock or stone, which was executed by human agency and which is older than 

100 years, including any area within 10m of such representation; 

¶ Wrecks, being any vessel or aircraft, or any part thereof which was wrecked in South Africa, 

whether on land, in the internal waters, the territorial waters or in the maritime culture zone of 

the republic as defined in the Maritimes Zones Act, and any cargo, debris or artefacts found or 

associated therewith, which is older than 60 years or which SAHRA considers to be worthy of 

conservation; 

¶ Features, structures and artefacts associated with military history which are older than 75 years 

and the site on which they are found. 

 

Palaeontological 
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This means any fossilised remains or fossil trace of animals or plants which lived in the geological past, 

other than fossil fuels or fossiliferous rock intended for industrial. 

 

Cultural significance  

This means aesthetic, architectural, historical, scientific, social, spiritual, linguistic or technological value 

or significance.  

 

Development 

This means any physical intervention, excavation, or action, other than those caused by natural forces, 

which may in the opinion of the heritage authority in any way result in the change to the nature, 

appearance or physical nature of a place or influence its stability and future well-being, including: 

¶ Construction, alteration, demolition, removal or change in use of a place or a structure at a 

place;  

¶ Carrying out any works on or over or under a place; 

¶ Subdivision or consolidation of land comprising a place, including the structures or airspace of a 

place; 

¶ Constructing or putting up for display signs or boards; any change to the natural or existing 

condition or topography of land;  

¶ And any removal or destruction of trees, or removal of vegetation or topsoil. 

 

Heritage resources: This means any place or object of cultural significance 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background Information of Project  

NGT was appointed by Sunshine Minerals to manage the environment process for the proposed 

Prospecting Rights Application on the following farms: Bien Venue 255 JU (Portion 0, 2 and 3); Three 

Sisters 254 JU (Remaining Extent); Three Sisters 254 JU (Remaining Extent); Three Sisters 256 JU (Portion 

1), and; Three Sisters 262 JU (Remaining Extent) (Figure 1). NGT appointed its independent subsidiary to 

conduct an HIA as part of specialist studies required for the environmental authorisation for the 

proposed Prospecting Right Application. The study area is located near Barberton, within NLM and the 

CoMLD, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa. It covers a total area of approximately 4 689.74 hectares 

(ha). The objective of the proposed prospecting project is to explore and quantify the potential of 

mineral resources in the area.  The survey for the current study took place on Portion 3 of the Farm 

Bien Venue 255 JU (Figure 2); this is the same area where historic prospecting activities by Anglo 

American Prospecting Services took place during the period 1978-1986, and from 1990 to 1991 by 

Gencor (Figures 2 and 3).   

 

The applied method for the proposed prospecting activities will include a combination of both non-

invasive and invasive process (Table 1).  

 

Table 1: Project specific non-invasive and invasive process prospecting activities  

NON-INVASIVE PROSPECTING ACTIVITIES INVASIVE PROSPECTING ACTIVITIES 
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Database map generation and development of 

geological models 

Sampling of trenches (with a total maximum 

combined length of 87 metres) 

Logging and sampling of historical core (if 

available) 

 

Follow-up mapping (detailed mapping)  

Data manipulation and provisional modelling  

Finalisation of geological models and start of 

resource calculations 

 

Finalisation of resource calculations  

Scoping and feasibility studies  

Bankable feasibility study and finalisation  

 

The HIA investigates the potential impacts of the proposed project activities which will include invasive 

(e.g. trenching) and non-invasive methods on any heritage resources identified within the receiving 

environment such as archaeological artefacts, burial grounds and historical features of the built 

environment. The overall objective of the HIA is to give advice on the management of the heritage 

resources in and around the proposed project area in terms of known heritage resources management 

measures in line with the NHRA, No. 25 of 1999. 
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Figure 1: Topographic map showing the location of the project area near Barberton in the Mpumalanga Province. 
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Figure 2: Local geology map showing both historical and proposed trenches and the campsite  
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Figure 3: Map showing the historic trenches and trenches initially included in the first submission 
















































































































